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System Theory in Immunology (Lecture Notes in Biomathematics, Vol. 32). Edited by S. Levin. 
Springer, New York (1979). 273 pp. 
This volume collects the contributions presented at the "Working Conference on System Theory 
in Immunology", held in Rome, May 1978. The aim of the Conference was to "bring together 
immunologists on one side and experts in system theory and applied mathematics on the other, 
in order to identify problems of common interest and to establish a network of joint effort toward 
their solution." 
The material is divided into five sections, along the scheme of the conference program. The 
articles in the first section deal with experimental nd theoretical aspects of the mechanisms of 
antigenic stimulation of immunocom, petent cells. The second section discusses the mechanism of 
cell interactions in the regulation of antibody production. Section 3 contains contributions on the 
problems of the evaluation of antibody affinity and of the maturation of the immune response. The 
last two sections are devoted to immunological modeling. In particular, biological aspects of 
Jernes's network theory are examined in Section 5. 
The methods of system theory for describing dynamic phenomena could indeed contribute to 
the understanding of basic immunologic facts. The book represents an attempt o base the 
interaction between mathematics and immunology on an extensive xchange of ideas. Un- 
fortunately, such an attempt has not been repeated since. Indeed, theoretical immunology is 
developing in relative isolation from experimental immunology [see Immunology Today 4, 209 
(1983)]. Most of the theoreticians, including contributers to these books, do not publish their ideas 
in the general biologic literature and their reports are not included in the programs of biologic 
conferences. 
Since both laboratory research and theory have developed considerably since 1978, the book will 
be of use mainly to students and researchers interested in revisiting the definition of basic issues 
and methods. 
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Robot Analysis and Control. By Haruhiko Asada and Jean-Jacque E. Slotine. Wiley-Interscience, 
New York (1986). 266 pp. 
This book was prepared by the authors in conjunction with their development of a first-year 
graduate course on robot control and mechanical design at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. According to the preface, the book is intended "to provide students and researchers 
with a sound scientific basis on the central aspects and concepts of robot manipulation." It is the 
opinion of this reviewer that the authors succeeded admirably in meeting these objectives with 
respect o the mechanical aspects of robot manipulators. 
The first four chapters of the book cover the basic mechanical concepts of robot manipulators 
such as direct and inverse kinematics, differential motions and force transformations, which allow 
the analysis of static or slowly moving manipulators. The fifth chapter presents methods for 
dynamic analysis of manipulators. Although much of this material has appeared in other books, 
most notaby Paul [1], the treatment here is exceptionally clear and understandable. The final two 
chapters on trajectory control and compliant motion control discuss topics which have previously 
only been presented at technical conferences and in scientific and engineering journals. Again, the 
authors do a good job of synthesizing the information, indicating what is currently known, and 
where more research is needed. 
